GTM

Institute:

February 28, 2022

The Honorable Eric Swalwell The Honorable Tom Emmer
174 Cannon House Office Building 315 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Re: Right Drug Dose Now Act

Dear Representative Swalwell and Representative Emmer:

The GTMRXx Institute thanks you for your efforts and continued dedication to ensure that
medications are safe, effective, appropriate and able to be taken as intended by individuals.
We support efforts designed to fully integrate pharmacogenomics (PGx) into a more
comprehensive patient care process in clinical practice to ensure that patients fully benefit
from their medications. As a multi-stakeholder coalition, we are committed to advancing
person-centered, team-based health care delivery models that optimize medication use
through a process of care called comprehensive medication management (CMM).

On January 26th 2022, GTMRx sent recommendations to the Personalized Medicine Caucus on
the Right Drug Dose Now Act—per request from congressional staffers from your respective
offices (Ryan Altman, Legislative Assistant and Sarah Shapiro, Legislative Director)—given our
mission, vision and expertise (See our recommendation letter.).

We applaud you for recognizing that combining a patient care process (CMM) with PGx testing
allows from a more effective way to leverage this important diagnostic tool to optimize
medication use. Integrating the two ensures we get medications right at scale, leading to better
health and lower costs across populations. In addition, we thank you for the opportunity you
have allowed our GTMRx Precision Medicine via Advanced Diagnostics Workgroup to offer the
following recommendations—accepted by the Personalized Medicine Caucus—that have been
incorporated into the Right Drug Dose Now Act:

e Include the definition of CMM*? as the “standard of care that ensures each patient’s
medications are individually assessed to determine that each medication is appropriate
for the patient, effective for the medical condition, safe given the comorbidities and
other medications being taken and able to be taken by the patient as intended.”

! Mclnnis T, Strand L, Webb E, et al. The Patient-Centered Medical Home: Integrating Comprehensive Medication
Management to Optimize Patient Outcomes. 2nd ed., Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative, The Patient-
Centered Medical Home: Integrating Comprehensive Medication Management to Optimize Patient Outcomes.
PCPCC Medication Management Task Force collaborative document. 2012.


https://16bvl028dn7zhgp35k7rzh5c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/GTMRx-CMM-10-steps-PDF.pdf
https://16bvl028dn7zhgp35k7rzh5c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/GTMRx-Recommendation-Letter_Right-Drug-Dose-Now-Act_Personalized-Medicine-Caucus_1.26.22.pdf
https://gtmr.org/gtmrx-institute-work-groups/precision-medicine-enablement-work-group/
https://www.pcpcc.org/sites/default/files/media/medmanagement.pdf

e Specify that PGx should be incorporated into the CMM process of care.

e Include CMM within the national evidence-based education campaign.

e Add evidence-based education to increase the public’s awareness regarding CMM.

o Clarify the certification criteria for improving EHR systems to include electronic
prescribing systems and real-time pharmacy benefit checks.

e Change the definition of adverse drug events to “an injury resulting from any medical
intervention with a drug.”

There is an immediate need to better understand availability and application of PGx tools and
results in clinical practice. The Right Drug Dose Now Act would help break down the barriers to
education about the use and benefits of PGx testing and would further enable care teams to
optimize medication use.

In July of 2020, GTMRXx released its Blueprint for Change. Outlined in that important document
are the following action steps which align with the progress that the Right Drug Dose Now Act
is working to bring forth:

e Fully integrate PGx services into the pharmaceutical care/patient care process to
support useful clinical decision making through increased availability of data.

e Ensure providers and payors have secure and timely access to the information necessary
to identify patients who have not achieved clinical goals of therapy.

e Optimize testing usefulness and interpretation by strengthening the relationship
between the FDA and laboratories that provide PGx testing.

¢ Promote precision medicine literacy among providers and patients in the context of its
application to the clinical care role in optimizing medication use.

¢ Enable evidence-based processes and strategies that support precision medicine as a
tool used in the CMM process and enable effective standardization, awareness and
interpretation.

The GTMRXx Institute thanks you for your leadership on this important issue. We are confident
that passage of this legislation will provide a valuable step towards accomplishing our shared
goals.

Sincerely,

Katherine H. Capps
Co-founder, Executive Director
Get the Medications Right Institute

email: kcapps@gtmr.org
571-276-3116 (C)
703-394-5398 (0)



https://16bvl028dn7zhgp35k7rzh5c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/GTMRx-CMM-10-steps-PDF.pdf
https://gtmr.org/blueprint-full/
mailto:kcapps@gtmr.org
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